THE MONTH, DECEMBER 1984 


Energy: the Moral Issues 


ir — In reviewing the published papers of the Brunel 

Conference held in April 1982 on The Christian 
Dimensions of Energy Problems in your October issue, Dr 
P.E. Hodgson expresses some criticisms of the organisation 
of that conference. As the person who was responsible for 
the administrative side, may I briefly reply? 

Dr Hodgson regards it as ‘astounding’ that no reference 
was made at the conference to a number of other studies, 
including the ‘massive volume’ of the proceedings of a study 
week organised by the Pontifical Academy of Sciences. 
Clearly, none of those who spoke at our conference can have 
know of this (then very recent) publication at the time, other- 
wise they would doubtless have referred to it — including 
Dr Hodgson, who was there and quite failed to mention it 
himself. As for the contribution of the Holy See’s delega- 
tion to the IAEA Conference in September 1982, it is difficult 
to see how this could have been reterred to five months 
before it was made. I myself called Dr Hodgson’s own 
attention to the US Bishops’ Conference Statement on the 
Energy Crisis published in April 1981, when I sent him a 
copy in November 1981. Again, he might have mentioned 
this at our conference, but he did not. 

In fact, we sent out a good deal of background material 
to all participants before the conference opened, including 
the Council for Science and Society’s compendious Report 
Deciding avout Energy Policy, a printed book of 126 pages 
with a reading list. 

Finally, Dr Hodgson attacks Bishop Konstant for speak- 
ing as a Bishop, making ‘some general remarks about God, 


man, and nature’, and failing to descend — or ascend — 
to ‘questions of great technical complexity’, after master- 
ing ‘an immense amount of scientific and technical material’. 
As Dr Hodgson himself concedes, ‘it is just not realistic to 
expect 2 busy diocesan bishop to undertake this.’ Indeed not, 
but Bishop Konstant’s address was nonetheless highly praised 
by the other participants for its perceptive Christian insights 
into the moral aspects of the world’s energy problems, and 
I can strongly commend it to any reader who is interested 
in these matters. 

Dr Hodgson has spent many years as a sincere and single- 
minded advocate of nuclear energy. Evidently, neither the 
proceedings nor the outcome of our conference accorded 
sufficiently with his own views. Apart from him, everyone 
else who was there, and those who have read the papers since, 
seem to have judged the event to have been a conspicuous 
success in fulfilling its declared aims. Perhaps one day Dr 
Hodgson will try to organise a conference designed to fulfil 
his aims — and perhaps he may even succeed in finding the 
‘moral theologian who has long reflected on the energy crisis 
in the light of Christian principles’ whose absence from the 
conference — and indeed from the Church — he so laments. 


R.S. BERESFORD 
Secretary, 

Committee for International 
Justice and Peace 

London SW1 
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